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In our supposedly democratic and 
secular society, our general laws and way 
of life although forged on the back-bone of 
Christian morality and beliefs are in many 
ways still influenced by religion.  This in itself 
is unsurprising as the state is historically 
entwined with the Church of England since 
its creation in the 1530’s when Henry VIII split 
with the Catholic Church after failing to get his 
marriage to his first wife, Catherine of Aragon 
annulled so he could remarry because they 
had not produced a male heir to the throne.  

What is becoming increasingly questioned 
is the fact that the Church of England still 
retains a law-making role in Britain today.  
Twenty-six bishops (including the two 
Archbishops) sit in the House of Lords and 
are known as the Lords Spiritual whose role 
supposedly is to bring a ‘religious ethos’ to 
the secular process of law making.  This is 
not secular law making.  These people are 
unelected and retain their positions for life.  
This is not democratic.

It is also argued that because Britain is an 
increasingly multi-cultural society, does the 
role need to be specifically fulfilled solely by 
Church of England Bishops?  Future reform 
of the House of Lords could see the Lords 
Spiritual made up of a variety of Christian 
denominations and other faiths to reflect the 
religious make-up of Britain.  

Why not scrap the role altogether? 

Surely ethical and moral guidance can 
be sought through proper consultative 
procedures and bodies without being clouded 
by religious thought, albeit a currently fairly 
liberal and benign one?  Why on earth should 
we include representatives from divisive, 
aggressive or violent religions (yes I am 
including Islam and Catholicism in that list)? 

Ecclesiastical law also interferes with 
general law.  For example; cemeteries 
and churchyards have consecrated land.  
Consecrated land is land which has been 
consecrated for use for sacred purposes. It 
is subject to the jurisdiction of the Chancellor 
of the diocese in which it is situated. This 
means, in particular, that an application for 
a faculty (permission) to do anything to or 
on consecrated land must be made to the 
Chancellor through the diocesan registrar, 
the solicitor appointed to act for the relevant 
diocese and its bishop.  

In addition to employees, the Health 
and Safety at Work Act 1974 requires all 
employers to be responsible for any visitors to 
their premises such as customers, suppliers 
and the general public.   After a number of 
accidents and fatalities by memorials falling 
and crushing people, the HSE prompted a 
nationwide campaign to improve the safety 
of those working and visiting in cemeteries.  
This would involve inspections of memorials 
for instability and disrepair.  In many cases 
involving consecrated land this process 
has been hindered directly by the Church 
and their inability to provide a faculty for 
the work to commence due to a total lack 
of cooperation.  What is their purpose?  
Unconsecrated or Non-denominational land 

is protected by burial law and is administered 
by local council authorities who are dutifully 
bound to carry out the law of the land.  It 
seems, as occurs in other religions, the 
Church of England deems itself to be the 
higher authority.

The Queen is the Supreme Governor of the 
church (theologically Jesus is the head), 
and Prince Charles is her expected heir.  
The Prince, however has commonly been 
reported to be disillusioned with the Church of 
England; the Sunday Express’ (28 April 2002) 
article, entitled “Is Charles turning his back on 
the Church’ reports that: ‘Prince Charles has 
become so fed up with the Church of England 
he has been having one to one instruction 
in the Greek Orthodox religion.  Friends say 
that he has made a ‘spiritual commitment’ 
to Greek Orthodoxy, but constitutional 
implications make it impossible for him to 
consider a full conversion’.  It seems that this 
‘free’ country allows everyone the right to 
believe in what they wish, unless of course 
you are a potential monarch.  Where would 
that leave the Church if he did convert?

The time has come to disenfranchise the 
Church from the State.  Our laws should 
be made without the prejudices of religion.  
Religion and supernatural beliefs should 
not be seen as the key to understanding the 
world and should be segregated from matters 
of governance, science and reasoning.  
Furthermore, where ecclesiastical law 
prohibits or interferes with the functions of 
UK Law, then that law should no longer be 
applicable. 

GW COMMENT
Does Religion still have a role in 
British Law?
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£9.6 MILLION EXTRA FOR 
NATIONAL PARKS
England’s National Parks will get 
£9.6million more over the next three years, 
Rural Affairs Minister Jonathan Shaw recently 
announced.

Defra’s annual grant to the eight National 
Park Authorities and Broads Authority will 
rise from £44.4million now to £48.9 million in 
2010/11, a ten per cent increase.

Funding will increase by 4.2 per cent in 
2008/09, and by 2.9 per cent and 2.75 per 
cent in each of the two following years. 

Jonathan Shaw said:  “I am delighted to be 
able to increase funding which will enable 
our National Parks to continue protecting and 
improving the landscape, our heritage, and 
wildlife.

“National Parks are not just beautiful and 
historic parts of the countryside, but places 
where people want to live and work.  With the 
government’s support they can continue to 
help build sustainable communities and give 
all of us a better environment.”

SHAW WELCOMES “FAIR” DEAL 
FOR UK IN EU FISHERIES TALKS

Britain’s fishermen will be able to earn 
extra days at sea under new conservation 
measures after the European Union (EU) 
backed UK proposals designed to protect cod 
stocks and reduce the amount of fish thrown 
back dead into the sea (discards). 

UK Fisheries Minister Jonathan Shaw 
welcomed the support for an action plan to 
reduce discards which lets fishermen adopt 
tailored measures that work best for them.

A joint UK-Ireland initiative in the Irish Sea 
aimed at improving understanding of the state 
of stocks and avoiding discards was also 
backed, allowing participating boats to earn 
extra days at sea.

The deal reached in Brussels by EU fisheries 
ministers on catch limits and the number of 
days trawlers can go to sea next year will see 
some increases in annual quotas as well as 
further conservation measures designed to 
protect vulnerable stocks.

Other highlights for the UK include:

•

•

•

•

Jonathan Shaw said: “The UK has shown 
that its fishermen are committed to finding 
new ways of protecting vulnerable stocks. 

We wanted to avoid cuts to days at sea for 
our fishermen, but the overall deal that we 
achieved offsets some of those agreed.

“This agreement acknowledges efforts by 
our fishermen to find new ways to safeguard 
stocks and to prevent large amounts of the 
fish they catch having to be thrown back dead 
into the sea. 

“I want to pay tribute to my fellow Ministers 
from the devolved administrations and their 
officials as well as Defra officials - everyone 
worked together for a fair deal that has 
benefits for fishermen throughout the UK.”  

50 per cent increase in Rockall haddock                  
quota.
11 per cent increase in North Sea cod         
quota.
5 per cent increase in Irish Sea haddock 
quota. 
8 per cent increase in North Sea megrim 
quota. 
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Complex benefits system losing 
2bn in fraud and error - Alexander

Commenting on the 
Benefit Fraud and Error 
Statistics released by the 
Government which shows an 
increasing amount of money 
being lost to fraud and error 
in England and Wales, 
Liberal Democrat Shadow 

Work and Pensions Secretary, Danny 
Alexander MP said: 

“These figures show that the Government’s 
benefits system is so complicated that even 
its own officials are making even more 
mistakes than last year and completely failing 
to tackle benefit fraud. 

“It is totally unacceptable that nearly £2 billion 
has been overpaid in benefits this year alone. 

“This overly complex system is failing to 
reach those in the most need. Ministers must 
simplify the system and introduce a single 
working age benefit.” 

HSE turns the spotlight 
on farm safety in North 
Yorkshire
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 
has begun an intensive inspection campaign 
that will take inspectors on to more than 100 
farms in Yorkshire over the next month.

Inspectors have begun getting out and about 
on farms in the Harrogate, York and Leeds 
area to check on how farmers are handling 
work on fragile roofs, with ladders and all-
terrain vehicles as well as looking at their 
approach to safety around livestock and chil-
dren.  Inspectors will be looking, for example, 
at quad bike training and the provision and 
use of protective headgear, as well as the 
safe use and maintenance of lift trucks and 
other vehicles – all key issues for farm safety.

This initiative follows on from a special Safety 
and Health Awareness Day held on the Great 
Yorkshire Showground in September at which 
250 of the region’s farmers, joined for the first 
time by their families, attended for practi-
cal help and advice by agricultural training 
specialists.

HSE Inspector Julian Franklin says: “The 
event in September was a great success. It 
gave us an opportunity to speak to a large 
number of farmers in one place at one time, 
many of them from just the small family 
enterprises that most lack health and safety 
advice. Now we are following this up by trying 
to reach out to some of the farmers we failed 
to contact at that event. 

“Farming is a risky business. Agriculture has 
one of the worst fatal accident and occupa-
tional ill health records of any major employ-
ment sector.

“Although it represents only 1.7 per cent of 
the workforce, the industry still accounts for 
16 per cent of the fatal injuries to workers 
across the country. In 2006-7 34 people died 
as result of accidents in agriculture cross the 
country as a whole – two of them In Yorkshire 
and Humber.

“By reaching out to more of the farmers in this 
particular part of the region, and on their own 
premises, we hope to get some hard-hitting 
messages home to them about issues that 
may be crucial to their own health, safety and 
well-being.” 

Government WORLD Winter 2007-2008
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Formal recognition for 
wartime women who worked 
on the land
The Government will recognise the selfless 
efforts of thousands of women who worked 
on the Home Front to provide food and timber 
during World War II, Hilary Benn, Secretary of 
State for Environment announced. 

The Government will acknowledge the 
tremendous efforts of the Women’s Land 
Army and Women’s Timber Corps by 
presenting their surviving members with a 
specially designed badge commemorating 
their service and acknowledging the debt that 
the country owes to them. 

The Women’s Land Army, colloquially known 
as the Land Girls, worked on farms to feed 
the nation, as the male workers went to 
war. At its peak in 1943 there were some 
80,000 women working on the land, and it 
was continued after the war, finally being 
disbanded in 1950. 

With their uniform of green ties and jumpers 
and brown felt slouch hats, they worked 

from dawn to dusk each day, milking cows, 
digging ditches, sowing seeds and harvesting 
crops. They supplied the nation with food, 
supporting the war effort and avoiding food 
shortages. 

The Women’s Timber Corps, also known 
as the ‘Lumber Jills’ worked tirelessly in the 
forests to provide timber for the war effort 
felling trees, sawing timber and sharpening 
saws. 

Hilary Benn will present the badges to the 
first group of recipients at a ceremony to be 
held next year. Mr Benn said: “The Women’s 
Land Army and Women’s Timber Corps made 
a vital contribution to this country during the 
second world war. Supplying the nation with 
food and timber during the dark days of war 
was no easy task. These women worked 
tirelessly for the benefit of their nation. Their 
selfless service to the country deserves the 
recognition that this badge will represent. I 
look forward to meeting some of the veterans 
and presenting them with their badges.” 

Welcoming the announcement, wartime 
Land Girl Hilda Gibson, said: “To serve 
one’s country in its greatest hour of need, 
in whatever capacity, for me remains 
memorable. To receive an award honouring 
the wartime work of the Women’s Land Army 
is a powerful and touching recognition.” 

Also commenting on the news, former Land 
Girl Mildred Bowden said:  “I would like to say 
a very big thank you to the MPs of today who 
have taken the time to recognise the valuable 
work the Women’s Land Army did in the 2nd 
World War.” 

Taxpayers must not subsidise 
nuclear power - Webb
Commenting on the Government giving the 
go-ahead to a new generation of nuclear 
power stations, Liberal Democrat Shadow 
Environment Secretary, Steve 
Webb said:  “This is a flawed 
decision based on a sham 
consultation - we all know that 
ministers made up their minds 
long ago.

“The Government has 
effectively locked us into nuclear power for the 
best part of a century. By the time they are 
up and running in the 2020s nuclear power 
plants may be obsolete given the breathtaking 
progress in renewable technologies. 

“John Hutton was not able to give a cast iron 
guarantee that taxpayers will not have to 
subsidise the costs of nuclear in the future. 

“The Government had nothing to say about 
today’s pressing issue - spiralling fuel prices. 
The new Energy Bill must include measures 
to protect the millions of households who are 
struggling to meet their winter fuel bills.

“The UK has an energy crisis now - nuclear 
power cannot fill the energy gap. Energy 
conservation and investment in renewables 
should be our top priorities.”

Government WORLD Winter 2007 - 2008
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What can the European 
Parliament do for older 
people?
We need to turn around the prevailing 
attitude in our culture to ensure that older 
citizens are treated with the respect they 
deserve.

Jean Lambert, London’s 
Green MEP, will address the 
AGE UK event at the UK 
European Parliament office on 
Friday 1 February to explore 
why the 2009 elections will be 
important for the well-being of 
older people. 

Many organizations representing older people 
are intending to attend the event including 
Age Concern England, The Greater London 
Forum for Older People, Help the Aged, the 
National Pensioner’s Convention, the Civil 
Service Pensioner’s Alliance, Age Concern 
Northern Ireland, National Institute of Adult 
Continuing Education (NIACE) and the British 
Society of Gerontology.

Jean Lambert was the keynote speaker at a 
previous AGE UK event in October 2006. This 
year she will highlight key pieces of European 
legislation affecting older people, particularly 
those looking at discrimination and access to 
health services. The European Commission 
is currently assessing a new proposed 
directive to combat discrimination, including 
age discrimination, in access to goods and 
services which should be debated and voted 

on by MEPs later this year. 
Jean Lambert, who is a co-president of 
the Intergroup on Ageing in the European 
Parliament, said:  “I am honoured to be taking 
part in this event which has gathered so many 
organizations representing older people. It 
will be a real challenge to achieve further 
progress on legislation, and all the groups 
here today have an important role to play.

“We need to turn around the prevailing 
attitude in our culture to ensure that older 
citizens are treated with the respect they 
deserve. I hope that new legislation and steps 
towards active inclusion will help to do this.”

Scandal of foreign prisoners        
Most of the prisoners in the UK who 
are foreign nationals are not being deported 
because the government is not allowed to 
send them back.

Home office guidelines say that non-
EEA nationals will only be considered for 
deportation if they have received a custodial 
sentence of 12 months or more, and EEA 
nationals if they have been locked up for 24 
months.                                   

Consequently, the Criminal Casework 
Directorate will not have all foreign national 
criminals even referred to it and even the 
Ministry of Justice does not have figures 
indicating which ones have been released on 
parole and which are being detained pending 
removal.

According to the chief executive of the 
Border and Immigration Agency,  127 foreign 

criminals still have not been located and 
hundreds are not being deported even if they 
have been considered for deportation.       

The leader of the UK Independence Party, 
Nigel Farage, says:  “What with EU law 
and human rights legislation, the rights of 
criminals are being put in front of those of 
law-abiding Britons.                          

“They have made it illegal for us to deport 
EU nationals simply because of their criminal 
records and we cannot refuse them entry in 
the first place even if they are murderers or 
rapists.                         

 “The government has completely lost its grip 
on immigration and security and this latest 
piece of news should come as no suprise to 
anyone living under a Labour government for 
the last 10 years.               

 “As usual, EU legislation is the  elephant 
in the room that no one is prepared to talk 
about. But the truth is that we have given 
away to Brussels the right to control who 
comes in and goes out of our country.” 
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Greens condemn 
treatment of the Roma 
in Italy 
Fortress Europe? 

Commenting on events in Italy, where 
a rising tide of xenophobia has engulfed 
the nation following the murder of an Italian 
citizen allegedly by a Romanian Roma, 
Principal Speaker, Derek Wall said:  “The 

crime of one person cannot be visited upon a 
whole nationality and one group, in this case 
the Roma.

“The Greens, who have stood for open 
borders within Europe and the free movement 
of people in Europe must oppose all signs of 
xenophobia and racism and this new law in 
Italy shows all the symptoms of being a knee-
jerk reaction to the mob.

“The historical persecution of the Roma 
people in Europe is widespread but to see 
it sanctioned by the state in one of Europe’s 
leading democracies is a grave cause for 
concern and makes me very anxious about 

the new fortress Europe which we are 
constructing.

“The Green Party condemns this action 
which is scapegoating one nationality and 
allowing the EU to decide on different levels 
of citizenship within its borders. Even more 
dangerously, it is encouraging the Far Right 
across Europe and leading to questions 
here in the UK by their supporters as to why 
immigrants from the new EU states cannot be 
treated in the same way (deported following 
a magistrate’s order). It is a very dangerous 
precedent and should be challenged by the 
Green Party and our sister parties in Europe.”

International Coordinator, Dr Joseph Healy, 
commented:  “We have seen persecution of 
the Roma in Eastern Europe and now it is 
being state sanctioned in Western Europe. 
With right wing mobs roaming the streets of 
Italian cities looking for Romanians to attack 
and Fascist politicians in television studios 
referring to Roma people and Romanians as 
‘scum’ the Italian government has opened 
a Pandora’s box of xenophobia and racism, 
which may now be impossible to close.

“The communal violence in Italy has all the 
hallmarks of a pogrom against the Roma, and 
is being effectively condoned by the state. 
The government’s actions are in no way in the 
spirit of the EU of open borders and freedom 
of movement which we were promised. I 
stand with the Federation of Young European 
Greens and all those opposing racism 
and xenophobia against what is currently 
happening in Italy. It poses the question 
- What sort of Europe lies ahead?”

270,000 teachers not in teaching
New figures show that over a quarter of 
a million qualified teachers are no longer in 
teaching.

Michael Gove, the 
Shadow Children’s 
Secretary, pointed 
the finger at 
Labour for forcing 
teachers out of the 
profession:  “I fear 
that a combination 
of classroom 
bureaucracy, 

Government micromanagement and 
poor discipline in too many schools has 
encouraged a drift away from teaching.”

And he laid out plans to stop talent going to 
waste:  “We need to free teachers to inspire 
and give them the tools to enforce discipline 
so that schools have access to the widest 
range of talent.”

The UK Government today warns 
of the implications about eating and then 
swallowing chewing gum.

Issues occur when swallowing the sugary 
sweet during exercise.

Doing the rounds on the internet...



Page 8

UK sheep farmers will be 
driven out of business by 
“astronomically costly” 
burden
The decision by the EU Council of 
Agriculture Ministers, meeting in Brussels, 
to impose mandatory electronic tagging 
on all sheep and goats throughout the EU 
by 31st December 2009, is a “catastrophic 
blow to Scotland’s sheep farmers” according 
to Struan Stevenson MEP, Conservative 
Shadow Rapporteur. He said:

“This is the latest nail in the coffin for our 
beleaguered sheep sector which is already 
reeling from the collapse of prices following 
the recent foot and mouth outbreak. 

“With cast ewes making only 
£2 in the market in Scotland, it 
stretches credulity to imagine 
how the Council of Ministers 
believes that sheep farmers 
can afford to fit every animal 
with expensive microchips and 
buy costly electronic scanners. 

“This will be the last straw for many Scottish 
sheep farmers who are already staring 
bankruptcy in the face. Soon we will have 
no industry left and we will rely on imported 
mutton and lamb from countries outside the 
EU who pay no attention whatsoever to the 
rigorous regulations and controls we impose 
on our own farmers. This is what is so soul-

destroying about the whole issue.”

Struan has demanded that the Government 
should provide financial assistance to 
sheep farmers to help pay for electronic 
identification, by using funds from their rural 
development programmes. He said: 

“I would urge the UK government to look 
sympathetically at this proposal, given that 
farmers have already contributed to the 
rural development funds through voluntary 
modulation. It is the least the government 
could do. For Animal Welfare Minister Jeff 
Rooker to declare in Brussels today that 
the introduction of mandatory electronic 
tagging at the end of 2009 is a “significant 
achievement” is simply adding insult to injury.”

Government WORLD Winter 2007-2008
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Wind farms plan ‘a farce’ 

Disfiguring the British coastline with 
giant windmills to produce electricity is about 
“as much use as breeding a giant hamster 
to run around the inside of the London Eye,” 
says UK Independence Party MEP Graham 
Booth.

Responding to the government plans to litter 
the countryside and offshore waters with 
thousands of wind turbines, Mr Booth said the 
proposals were “a complete farce” and did not 
represent a viable option for British energy 
production.

“How can you have a sustainable system 
when you can’t even connect them all to the 
national grid?” asked Mr Booth.

“The EU has demanded that 20% of our 
energy comes from renewable sources, but 
what happens on a day without wind? Do the 
lights go out across Europe?

“Currently wind farms produce less than 
0.5% of our electricity needs despite the 
government’s pouring in of hundreds of 
millions of pounds to subsidise them, so it’s 
ridiculous to turn the coastline of Britain into a 
giant skittle alley just to please the EU.”

“The answer is not blowing in the wind.”

The UK Independence Party’s energy policy 
says more use should be made of nuclear 
power and clean coal to provide secure and 
affordable energy supplies and safeguard the 
British economy. The party’s policymakers 
believe that renewables cannot supply 
more than minor energy needs and say any 
schemes for large-scale wind generation 
should be funded by the market, not the 
taxpayer.

Builders Merchants Unfair 
Pricing Policies?
Many construction companies rely on 
builder’s merchants for supply and delivery 
of materials to site.  These are typically 
used on a long term and regular basis, with 
the company holding an account with the 
merchant who will invoice upon completion of 
each order respectively.

This being the case, it would not be 
unreasonable to assume that the merchant 
has your best interests at heart and is 
providing a mutually beneficial service at 
trade or below prices – after all, chances are, 
when you originally made the first order with 
them and set up your trade account, this is 
what you received.

Likewise, as a non-trade DIY customer, if 
you purchased off the shelf from your local 
builders store you would not expect a trade 

discount (although it never hurts to ask).

Perhaps then, it is not surprising that one can 
assume a trade account with a large builder’s 
merchant is the most cost effective method of 
acquiring the required materials.  You become 
a regular customer of theirs and they provide 
you with the best deals in return. 

Not quite.

Many builders’ 
merchants 
employ a range 
of pricing 
schemes 
specifically 
designed 

to delude the customer.  A favourite is to 
advertise something for an extortionate 
amount, then discount a huge amount off, 
selling it for only a few pounds dearer than 
everywhere else, duping the customer into 
feeling like he’s got a bargain - and those 
who don’t get the discount are ripped off un-
mercilessly.

Another is to offer attractive discounts to sign 
up for trade accounts and quietly bump up 
the price of materials and deliveries.  This can 
be very lucrative as the customer has formed 
a trust with the merchant and assumes 
the price increases are general across the 
industry.

The answer is to not take anything for 
granted.  Always ask for discounts – check 
independent suppliers for price comparisons 
and above all make sure your supplier knows 
you are watching them.
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Inherent for over four generations, 
welters have encompassed many aspects 
of craftsmanship.  With backgrounds in land 
management, architectural design, cabinet 
making, construction and manufacturing, their 
main goal from the start has been to provide 
products and services that inspire both 
spiritually and visually.  

In the 1800’s 
craftsmen and 
manufacturers were 
proud to exhibit ways 
of life, trade skills to 
benefit progress, and 
make statements 
about who we are, or 
were.  

Queen Victoria’s reign was a time 
of great change.  New mass 
production techniques meant more 
goods were available to buy and 
these were often embellished 
using excessive ornamentation in 
an eclectic mix of design styles.  

The natural world was 
heavily drawn upon for 
inspiration and flowers, 
birds and other animals 
were commonly seen 
on iron and brick works 
through to domestic items 
such as curtains and 
furniture.

The early 1900’s saw a radical shift from 
the intricacies of the Victorian age to a more 
stripped down ‘modern’ form of design.  

This was developed by arts and crafts 
movements such as Bauhaus where clean 
lines and function replaced embellishment 
and ornamentation. 

This style of Modernism really became 
established during the rebuilding 
programmes after the end of World War 

One.  For the first time, architects began 
designing objects for the home, applying 
their design techniques to domestic items 
such as furniture, electric kettles and radios.  
Influences of nature were still drawn upon but 
used abstractly using less organic shapes.  

By the 1930’s the style had evolved into the 
classic angular art deco recognisable in most 
Hollywood films and American skyscrapers of 
that decade.

Modernism as a mainstream design influence 
lasted until the 1950’s when after the 
hardships of World War 2, attitudes again 
shifted.  

A Philosophy of Design

welters Chest

welters high-backed chair

Bauhaus building in Chemnitz

Barcelona chair – Bauhaus Design collaboration between Mies 
van der Rohe and his long time partner and companion Lilly 
Reich

welters Occasional Chairs

welters Unit and Swivel Chairs
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The war had driven technological change 
and new materials became available such 
as PVC, plastic laminate, fibreglass, rubber, 
melamine, aluminium, vinyl and plastics.  

New products such as white goods, 
televisions and open plan living were 
introduced, driven by the post war boom.  
In the UK, the clean lines of the utility 
furniture designed during the war were 
ideally suited to these new 
technologies and 
materials and practical, 
stackable and 
foldable furniture were 
exported all over the 
world. 

Since the 1960’s, 
styles have become 
very much an 
individual taste, with 
a rich history to draw 
upon everything is 

acceptable from chintz to 
modernism and indeed 
minimalist concepts.  With 
modern technology, all 
of the flare and creativity 
of the past is available 
today plus much, much 
more.  welters make it 
affordable and available 
to everyone.

welters believe nothing 
is impossible, and 
that all materials beautifully designed and 
engineered should be used.  From bronze, 
Ferro-work, glass, ceramic & mosaics, 
sculpture and casting, all available in 
varying materials - including synthetics 
to create modern designs infused with 
traditional elements.  Allowing the inclusion of 
ornamental embellishments without disruption 
of harmonious design functionality. 

welters have established links with 
professional guilds, providing sponsorship 
funding for the training of designers and 

craftsmen from all backgrounds to 
perpetuate the creativity within 

functional and practical design 
concepts.  welters philosophy is 

that the artist should be trained 
to work with and within industry 
and understand it’s real world 
requirements.  

Training is based on practical 
experience and application 
built on a foundation of 
academic principles.  Whilst 

the creative output 
combines traditional and 
modern concepts, first 
principles are the main 
tenet although historical 
teachings are important, 
modern techniques 
are encouraged over 
precedent.  

The innovator and the 
craftsman may be one 
or the craftsman may 

interpret the concepts of the designer.  In 
volume production, the manufacturing 
organisation is required to produce the 
product competitively.  Viability has to be 
established both in quality and cost. welters  Dining and Coffee tables

welters Deltal Chairs
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International figures suggest 
UK is regaining lost ground 
in innovation, say patent 
attorneys
The UK and other EU member states are 
showing signs of fighting back against the 
tidal wave of innovation and patenting 
in China and Korea, says the Chartered 
Institute of Patent Attorneys (CIPA). 

According to Matt Dixon, a patent attorney and 
spokesman for the Institute, figures for 2007 
just published by the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation (WIPO) show that, 
at 9.1 per cent, the UK had the highest rate 
of growth in Europe for international patent 
filings under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT). 

“In 2006, the UK lost its position as one of 
world’s top five centres of innovation for the 
first time in nearly 30 years,” Matt Dixon said. 
“WIPO’s figures for that year showed that, in 
terms of the number of patent applications 
filed, the UK had dropped to sixth place, 
behind the US, Japan, Germany, South Korea 
and France. 

“WIPO’s figures for 2007 show that although 
the UK remains in sixth position, the good 
news is that its rate of growth for international 
patent applications has picked up well and is 
now ahead of major competitors Japan and 
the USA (both with a growth rate of 2.6 per 
cent). The UK’s growth rate is also higher 
than both France (2.1 per cent growth) and 
Germany (8.4 per cent).  “If this is sustained, 
we expect to see the UK back as one of the 

world’s top five inovating economies within 
three years.” 

The CIPA spokesman also pointed out that 
China’s surge in patenting indicates that the 
economy there is changing fast.  “China is 
doing today what Japan did 30 years ago,” 
Matt Dixon continued. “It has moved up to 
7th position in the patenting league table 
and is changing from low-cost ‘copycat’ 
manufacturing to innovating in its own right. 
We expect to see this lead to a greater 
concern for product quality among Chinese 
manufacturers - which will undoubtedly give 
rise to some price inflation. 

“The UK and the rest of Europe needs to 
keep up the momentum in innovating and 
patenting to have any hope of remaining 
competitive in manufucaturing. The latest 
WIPO figures suggest that many companies 
here have taken that message on board.” 
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New Supercomputer for UK 
Researchers 
  
HECToR will provide UK researchers 
with the means to undertake increasingly 
complex computer simulations - from 
forecasting the impact of climate change to 
projecting the spread of epidemics.  

Officially opened by the Chancellor, Alistair 
Darling in January, the £113m HECToR is 
four times faster than its predecessor and 
capable of 63 million million calculations a 
second - the UK Research Councils have 
launched the largest and most advanced 
supercomputing facility in the UK. 

HECToR (High-End Computing Terascale 
Resources) will facilitate innovative and 
world leading research and represents the 
equivalent of approximately 12,000 desktop 
systems.

Based at the University of Edinburgh’s 
Advanced Computing Facility (ACF), the 
£113m service will run for six years and 
be operated by EPCC (Edinburgh Parallel 
Computing Centre). The computer is a Cray 
XT4 system and support for applications 
software is provided by NAG Ltd. The 
procurement project for HECToR was 
funded and managed by the Engineering 
and Physical Sciences Research Council 
(EPSRC) on behalf of the UK Research 
Councils.  

To get a sense of the capability of HECToR, 
imagine if it was possible for every person 
on earth to carry out 10,000 calculations, 
in a second, at the same time - this is how 
powerful HECToR is. As one of the largest 
and most advanced supercomputers in 
Europe, this UK Research Councils facility 
will play a key role in keeping scientists at the 
forefront of their fields of research. 

Traditionally, scientific research has been 
based on the process of theory and 
experiment. Adding the power of 

supercomputing simulation to the route 
of exploration and discovery has moved 
science to another level. HECToR continues 
this process by taking high-performance 
computing up yet another gear.



Page 9

Government WORLD Winter 2007 - 2008

welters
O R G A N I S A T I O N
W O R L D W I D Ewelters tree of life fountain

‘Probably now the most advanced solar photovoltaic pumping system ever created.’

The bespoke welters solar powered pumping 
system is interactive with the day and night 
and the seasonal effects for generating power 
on a very low maintenance and long life basis.

welters state of the art power 
generation/storage and pumping 
system has a computer 
programmed self sufficient 
design life of 30 years’.
The system is ideal for domestic and 
commercial locations and generates enough 
power to run multiple appliances.  Being 
solar powered, no emmissions are produced 
to damage the environment (solar power is 
pollution free during use).  

The solar powered welters tree of life 
fountain feature responds to the environment 
around it, stimulating multi sensory and 
spiritual emotions -  you can see it, hear it 
and feel the mist in the breeze as you walk 
around.

The solar fountain tree of life feature 
incorporates the ability to add memorialisation 
in the form of inscribed leaves and birds which 
can be affixed to the gently swaying branches.

Page 11

Government WORLD Winter 2007 - 2008



Page 14

ODA report sets out scale 
of 2012 challenge Olympic 
Delivery Authority
The most detailed description yet 
of the scale of works to deliver the venues 
and infrastructure needed for 2012, and the 
legacy benefits the large-scale investment 
will bring, was unveiled today as the Olympic 
Delivery Authority (ODA) published a 
summary of its programme delivery baseline 
report.

The programme baseline summary outlines 
the scope of works the ODA will carry out 
on the Olympic Park and at venues around 
the country in a project twice the size of 
Heathrow’s new terminal 5 to be delivered in 
half the time. The scale of the work is outlined 
alongside details of the legacy benefits 
the project will deliver. The challenges and 
benefits of the project include: 

•  The biggest construction site in Europe 
creating thousands of new jobs with a peak 
site workforce of 9,000 
•  2.5sq km of brownfield land to be 
remediated – the equivalent size of Hyde 
Park 
•  Transforming previously contaminated 
land into 110ha of new open space in a 
benchmark 21st century urban environment 
•  4,000 new homes 
•  More than 30 new bridges, 20km of 
roads and 8km of revitalised waterways; 5 
permanent new world-class venues 
•  Creating 1.3 million sq feet of legacy 
employment space in the media centre – the 

equivalent size to Canary Wharf tower 
•  Tens of kilometres of new utilities networks 
providing electricity, heat, water, sewerage 
and gas to the legacy communities 
•  In legacy, 20% of energy requirements 
will be supplied by on-site renewable energy 
infrastructure
 
The programme scope now being published 
is the basis for the detailed breakdown of the 
ODA budget that Olympics Minister Tessa 
Jowell published in December, so that a 
budget fully aligned with scope, programme 
and risks is now in place – a key building 
block to ensure that the Games are delivered 
on time and on budget. The report also 
outlines the long-term investment that is 
being made in this part of the Lower Lea 
Valley, home to some of the most deprived 
communities in the UK. 

ODA Chief Executive David Higgins said: 
‘Delivering the venues and infrastructure 
needed for 2012 will be a hugely challenging 
project and the scale of works outlined in this 
report are matched only by the enormous 
legacy benefits they will deliver. 

‘The programme we are delivering is driven 
by legacy, with the large scale investment 
focussing not just on Games-time needs, but 
on the wider regeneration created by new 
venues and infrastructure around the country.’

The summary of the ODA’s Programme 
Baseline Report can be viewed online.
http://www.london2012.com/documents/oda-
publications/programme-delivery-baseline-
report.pdf
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‘A bird in the hand is worth what!!?’

Send in your funny caption to Caption 
Competition  office@government-world.com

The one we think is funniest will win - 
Something!

Caption Competition

It’s official - scientists prove dumb 
blonde theory

Doing the rounds on the internet...
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The London Borough Council of 
Lambeth recently launched a new range 
of services for the bereaved in Lambeth 
Cemetery.  The newly completed development 
is phase one of an ongoing scheme to 
provide a wider choice of facilities for both 
burial and cremated remains interment.  

Cemetery design and installation experts 
welters organisation worldwide were 
brought in to ensure a unique and 
innovative solution could be created within 
the development area including mausolea 
buildings, burial chamber installations and 
cremated remains niche wall structures set 
within landscaped gardens.  This combination 
of facilities and design layout has been coined 
by welters as ‘The Cemetery Village’.  

CEO of welters organistaion Keith Welters:  
“What we set out to achieve is to create a 

place of respectful interment facilities within 
a carefully planned environment for the 
bereaved.”  

“Mausoleum interment was the preserve 
of the wealthy but our structures are 
manufactured by us and made using modern 
techniques, making them a viable alternative 
to earthen grave burials” 

“Similarly, our burial chamber areas provide 
a tombed grave burial in a clean, safe and 
easy to manage setting, which is an attractive 
option for the cemetery, the bereaved and the 
Funeral Director.”

The project was officially launched with an 
open day where members of the public, press 
and local dignitaries were invited to see the 
installations and witness demonstrations of 
the facilities.

New Cemetery Village™ scheme launched in London Borough of Lambeth
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Burial land wanted

Most Local Authorities have land within 
their borders considered to be inappropriate 
for development.  This land may be ex-
land fill, contaminated or destabilised to 
such extents as to make it unsuitable for 
commercial purposes or even amenity use.

With so many Authorities looking further 
and further afield to find, and in a growing 
number of cases failing to find burial land, 
the reclamation of ‘unusable’ land is of prime 
importance.

Urban renewal should include cemeteries.  
We have the expertise, experience and 
resources to do this.  We already do it 
in cemeteries and we should be doing it 
elsewhere.

We can turn the burden of worthless land 
into worthy and respectful places of burial, 
creating beautiful and interesting facilities for 
users and local residents and a valuable
resource to the Authority.

Don’t throw money at your waterlogged or 
‘unusable’ land - welters burial chambers
and drainage systems are affordable and 
revenue generating. 

Make use of that land. 
Make use of us.
www.welters-worldwide.com

British Museum announces 
year long loan of Lindow Man 
to Manchester
Lindow Man, the mid-first century 
AD bog body seen by millions of visitors to 
the British Museum every year, will travel on 
long-term loan to The Manchester Museum in 
2008. He will go on public display in a special 
exhibition Lindow Man: A Bog Body Mystery 
from 19 April 2008 – 19 April 2009.

The loan was proposed by the British 
Museum to The Manchester Museum as part 
of its Partnership UK scheme. The scheme 
reflects an ongoing commitment to enabling 
as many people as possible throughout the 
UK to see important parts of the national 
collection. This will be the third time Lindow 
Man has been on display in the region since 
his discovery at Lindow Moss, Cheshire in 
1984.

Neil MacGregor, Director of the British 
Museum commented: ‘It is a major 
undertaking to transport Lindow Man to 
Manchester for obvious conservation reasons 
but I am delighted that people in the North 

West of England will once again have the 
opportunity to meet this everyman of pre-
historic Britain at The Manchester Museum”.

Lindow Man: A Bog Body Mystery will explore 
the different stories relating to Lindow Man, 
and look at what he means to us today. Seven 
people with particular connections to him 
have been interviewed for this exhibition. 
Their personal experiences provide a unique 
insight into the impact that he has had on 
their lives, and those of many others.

As the best preserved bog body to be found 
in Britain, Lindow Man is a find of great 
European and international significance. 
The preservation of his remains by British 
Museum scientists and the collaboration of 
experts from across the UK to study who he 
was and why he died, has considerably added 
to our knowledge of the period and Iron Age 
ritual activities. He continues to be the subject 
of new research and study. At the British 
Museum he can be understood within the 
wider cultural context of Britain and Europe 
at the time he lived, as part of the Museum’s 
interpretation of civilisations around the 
world. His arrival at The Manchester Museum 
will again provide visitors there with the 
opportunity to understand him within the local 
context, where his presence will have different 
and complementary resonances.

For further information please contact:
Hannah Boulton at the British Museum +44 
(0)20 7323 8522
hboulton@thebritishmuseum.ac.uk 
Ros Helliwell at the Manchester Museum +44 
(0)161 306 1583
Ros.Helliwell@manchester.ac.uk
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art break

‘Symbiosis’

Part of a set by UK contemporary 
modern artist Newton which we will 
be featuring over following issues.
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Learners to be tagged 
and tracked for life 

Anti identity card organisation NO2ID have 
highlighted their concerns regarding the 
governments plan to record the personal 
details and examination results of all 14-
year-old children in England for life on a 
new database, called MIAP (‘Managing 
information Across Partners’). 

The reports goes on to say:  Every child is 
to be issued with a ‘unique learner number’ 
which will allow educational establishments, 
local authorities and prospective employers to 
access individuals’ records online. Sensitive 
and potentially damaging information such as 
exclusions and expulsions will be stored on 
the database.

Though officials deny that this is another 
step towards a national identity *card*, this is 
clearly a part of the broader National Identity 
Scheme and ‘Transformational Government’ 
agenda. 

Phil Booth, NO2ID’s National Coordinator 
said:“Numbered for life and with every black 
mark against you made public, you’ll never be 
able to make up for a bad year at school. If 
they get your marks wrong, you’ll be the one 
treated as a cheat.

“Without any warning and with the National 

ID Scheme on the rocks, yet another dodgy 
database is being proposed as the cure for 
all ills.

“Tag ‘em young and track them for life might 
work for cattle but it’s not how a fair and just 
society treats people, especially children. 
Official CV, unique number or ID card, it’s all 
just about the state telling you – and others – 
who you are.”

Further information can be found on their 
website http://www.no2id.net

Martian Museum of Terrestrial Art
Barbican Art Gallery, London

Martian Museum of Terrestrial Art 
presents contemporary art as if shown in a 
fictional museum conceived by and designed 
for extraterrestrials. 

This ambitious, playful and irreverent 
exhibition transforms the Barbican Art Gallery 
into an imaginary museum, with a mission 
to interpret and understand contemporary 
art. It features around 150 works — primarily 
sculpture as well as mixed media, video, 
photography and works on paper — by over 
80 established and emerging artists, from the 
1960s until now. 

They include Joseph Beuys , John Bock , 
Marcel Broodthaers , James Lee Byars , 
Maurizio Cattelan , Richard Hamilton , Isa 
Genzken , Barbara Hepworth , Susan Hiller , 
Thomas Hirschhorn , Damien Hirst , Mike 
Kelley , Yves Klein , Sherrie Levine , Piero 
Manzoni , John McCracken , Annette 
Messager , Bruce Nauman , Sigmar Polke 
, Simon Starling , Haim Steinbach , Francis 
Upritchard , Andy Warhol and Cerith Wyn 
Evans . 

Collection of the artist. Photo Trevor Mills, Vancouver 
Art Gallery Brian Jungen, ‘Prototype for new 
understanding #1’, 1998 

The exhibition opens to the public on 6 

March 2008 until 18 May 2008
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Black Holes in Feeding 
Frenzy
Two UH astronomers using the Hubble 
Space Telescope believe they have identified 
what makes at least some quasars shine: 
the black hole at the center of a massive 
galaxy with little gas of its own is gobbling 
up material from a colliding gas-rich galaxy. 
The merging of two galaxies has long been 
thought to be an efficient way of driving gas 
deeply into a galaxy to feed the central black 
hole, but there was only indirect evidence for 
such a mechanism until now.

It was already known that quasars, which 
are among the most powerful objects in 
the Universe, lie at the centers of giant 
galaxies and consist of a massive black hole 
surrounded by a vortex of gas. Before the gas 
falls into the black hole, it spins faster and 
faster, and its temperature rises until it is hot 
enough to radiate up to a trillion times the 
power from the Sun.

The question that graduate student Hai Fu 
and astronomer Alan Stockton tried to answer 
is, “Where is the gas coming from?”

To answer the question, Fu and Stockton 
used a telescope-mounted spectroscope to 
find out what the gas is made of. “We found 
that the gas that is spiraling into the black 
hole is almost pure hydrogen and helium, 
whereas the stars and other material in 
the surrounding giant galaxy are heavily 
contaminated by other elements such as 
carbon and oxygen,” said Fu.

This difference implies that the infalling gas 

has recently come from outside the galaxy, 
most likely from another galaxy that is 
merging with the giant one. Fu and Stockton 
also see a chaotic distribution of fast-moving 
patches of relatively pure hydrogen and 
helium scattered around the quasar, implying 
that black holes not only swallow things, but 
can also expel a large portion of their meal 
out to thousands of light-years away, likely 
through an energetic blast that happened 
millions of years ago.

Top: A gas-rich galaxy collides with a giant galaxy, 
producing a quasar. Credit: Computer simulation 
by Joshua Barnes, University of Hawaii. Bottom: 
Artist’s conception of the heart of a quasar, a 
massive black hole that sucks in a vortex of gas. 
Hawaii astronomers found that quasars shine 
because a giant galaxy with a large black hole 
collides with a gas-rich galaxy that feeds the black 
hole. 
Credit: A. Simonnet, Sonoma State University, 
NASA Education and Public Outreach.

Shattered Lives is a campaign during 
February and March 2008 on slips, trips 
and falls in the workplace.  The aim is to 
raise awareness of the risks and help those 
involved to take simple action that will prevent 
slips trips and falls.

Go to http://www.hse.gov.uk/shatteredlives for 
further information.

Shattered lives campaign



The pictures on the left are not pretty, but they are a common site across many of our
cemeteries and as we move into autumn and winter, the ground conditions for earthen
burials will become even more extreme and difficult.

It’s about time your Local Authority contacted welters

welters
08702 416 422
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